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Through Biodiversity research,  

contribute to future global challenges 
 



Mission statement 

The Museum is a world centre 

in research and knowledge 

dissemination on past and 

present societies and 

natural environments of 

Africa, and in particular 

Central Africa, to foster – to 

the public at large and the 

scientific community – a better 

understanding and interest in 

this area and, through 

partnerships, to 

substantially contribute to 

its sustainable 

development.  



A federal scientific institute 

ACTIVITIES 

 

• manage collections 

• research (anthropology, 

history, zoology, geology, 

forestry)  

• scientific services 

• disseminating knowledge / 

exhibitions 

• sensitization 

• strengthen national 

capacities in Africa 



• 300 members of staff 

• 100 scientists 

• 120 graduate students and trainees 

• 150 000 ethnographic objects 

• 8 000 musical instruments 

• 10 000 000 zoological specimens 

• 3 km of archives and archives of H.M. Stanley 

• 1 000 000 photos and films and 3 000 historical maps 

• 56 000 tropical wood samples 

• 15 000 rock samples and minerals  

• 300 000 aerial photographs 

• 3000 satellite images  

• 35 000 children yearly in workshops 

• Between 130 000 and 300 000 visitors yearly 

• Collaboration with 30 exhibits / year 

• Budget 18 million euro / year 

Some figures 



Cultural Anthropology Geology & Mineralogy 

Biology History 

• ethnography 

• social 

anthropology 

• archaeology 

• linguistics 

• ethnomusicology 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

•  geology and archives 

•  natural resources 

•  natural risks 

• geodynamics 

• environmental 

variability 

•  vertebrates 

•  entomology 

•  invertebrates 

• ABIC 

• molecular biology 

• wood biology 

• colonial 

history 

• contemporary 

history 

Human Sciences Earth Sciences 

Biological Sciences 



Research on Biodiversity 

•   Research 

• Collection Management 

• Training 

• Information dissemination 

• International collaboration 

 



European collaboration (Synthesys / CETAF / 

Europeana)  



Reinforcing national capacity in 

biodiversity research  

 

The case of the 

Consortium Congo 2010 and the Congo 

Biodiversity Initiative 

 

 

(with strong support of the 

Belgian Development Cooperation) 



Congo Basin 

• Congo Basin second largest 

tropical forest and unique 

biodiversity 

• Congo River second largest river 

and 25% renewable water 

supplies Africa 

• 40 million people dependent on 

rain forest for food, medicines, 

energy, income 

• Congo River important for C and 

N cycles 

• Millennium Development Goal 7: 

reduce biodiversity loss 



 

 

 

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural 

Sciences 

Royal Museum for Central Africa 

National Botanic Garden of Belgium 

University of Kisangani 

Congo Consortium 2010 

 



 

2010 
 Grand Expedition ‘Boyekoli Ebale Congo 2010’  

(Lingala for ‘Research of the Congo River) 

2011 - 2013 
 Construction and  Creation of the ‘Centre de Surveillance 

de la Biodiversité’ (CSB) in Kisangani 

2013 -  2017 
Long-term structural cooperation 

 

 

 

In Kisangani – Yangambi 



Boyekoli Ebale Congo 2010 

Scientific goals 

 

V To update the fauna & flora 

inventory 

V To identify particularly rich 

biodiversity areas  

V To study the role of the Congo 

basin in the CO2 cycle 

V To collect anthropological data 

(linguistic, archeology, knowledge 

about using and preserving natural 

resources) 

 



To build Congolese expertise    

through  

 
VCollaboration among researchers 

(Congolese, Belgian, 

international community) 

VCommon scientific projects 

among  researchers 

VCollecting biological material to 

support the creation of the 

“Centre de Surveillance de la 

Biodiversité de Kisangani“  

Boyekoli Ebale Congo 2010 

 





The challenges 

V 30 DRC researchers / lab-

technicians (UNIKIS,  UNIKIN, 

Isea-Bengmisa, ISP-Kis, CRNS-

Lwiro) 

V 38 EU, USA researchers (BE, 

Pays-Bas, UK., FR., GER, It, 

S.Afr., Singapore & USA) 

V Total crew: 130 persons 

V Period : 01/05-07/06/2010 

V Itinerary: Kisangani-Bumba-

Kisangani – 950 km 

 

 



 

V Construction  and creation of the CSB                               

Kisangani  

 

V Rehabilitation of  the INERA-herbarium 

     in Yangambi and digitalization of the 

     collections  

V Data management of expedition data: multidisciplinary,  

completely searchable data portal (> 50.000 pictures, meta 

data, data per discipline, searchable on a map) 

V Launch of the Congo Biodiversity Initiative 

website  

 

Centre de Surveillance  

de la Biodiversité 



“Centre de Surveillance de la Biodiversité” 



 

 

Main objectives of the CSB 

 

The CSB is an entity within the University of Kisangani 

and aims at improving the knowledge on biodiversity in 

the Congo basin through:  

- gathering and disseminating all available 

documentation,  

- attracting and facilitating projects (always with 

Congolese partners) to improve this knowledge,  

-   training and capacity building. 



Mission of the Congo 

Biodiversity Initiative 
Many organisations, local authorities, research institutes, and NGOs are 

involved in the study, protection, conservation, and sustainable use 

of the Congo Basin’s unique biodiversity. 

The Congo Biodiversity Initiative (CBI) is an open knowledge 

platform that provides a venue to these stakeholders, giving them an 

easy-to-use, fast, and efficient tool for discussing and streamlining their 

activities. The CBI actively works to stimulate new collaborations and 

synergies. 

www.congobiodiv.org 



 

V Execution of the Strategic Plan 2012-2017 of the CSB  

V Administrative and scientific start up of the CSB 

V Rehabilitate the herbarium in Yangambi with digitized 

collections  

V Continuation of the data analysis of expedition data 

V   Further network development by the Congo Biodiversity    

      Initiative 

V   Long term structural collaboration with universities 

V Scientific projects in the region (e.g. COBAFISH, 

COBIMFO), linking carbon cycles, nutrient cycles, 

biodiversity: 

- Scientifically un-explored area keen scientists 

-  Logistics, local staff on hand 

-  Strengthening local scientific capacity 

2013-2017 



• Mining permits 

Yangambi  

Lufira 

Luki 

MAB reserves 

• National Parks 

Another Challenge: 

Integrate parks and mining permits 



Linking the past to the future: 

• Collections essential for research 

• Through biodiversity research, fight biodiversity loss 

and contribute to food security 

• Links of biodiversity, forestry, energy and food 

security policies 

• Meet global challenges 
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Dr Livingstone, I presume? 

BELvue museum, 06/06/13 – 11/11/13 


